LIMCA-King Pan Buddha Light Palace

Grand Opening Celebration

Saturday, 09/13/2008 & Sunday, 09/14/2008

Welcome to the Grand Opening of the King Pan Buddha Light Palace! 
My name is Kouichoy Saechao. I am very honor to be asked to chair this celebration of the King Pan Buddha Light Palace. Today’s celebration marks a new chapter of Iu Mien history. Never in our ancestral past have we allowed ourselves to dream of having a temple. For hundredths of years, we had to move from place to place in order to survive. So this temple here today marks a big step change in our social development. Through our collective wisdom and efforts here in America, we have established a sacred space for our ancestors to reside in and for all of us, to continue our culture and spiritual practices. We now have a sacred space where men and women, children and elders, parents, and families can all be together and be spiritually replenished by our Grand priests, priests, and shamans.

On a personal note, this temple meant so much to my family and me. In 2001, before my wife, Chaylium Saechao was admitted to the Stanford Hospital for her transplant treatment; she said in her prayers and to her doctors, something that I have been keeping it in my heart all the times: “I don’t want to die yet because I want to be alive to help with the building of the King Pan Temple for my children and our Iu Mien people.” It touched me deeply. I will never forget it.

On behalf of the Lao Iu Mien Culture Association (LIMCA), I would like to welcome and thank each and everyone of you for joining us today for this Grand Opening celebration. We would like to thank our King Pan temple members for their financial contributions; Dr. Hanmin Liu and his family for their support of this event; Mr. Anthony Pham of Alpha Design and Planning for his architectural expertise; Mr. Quan Tran of the B.T Construction; a very special friend of ours, Thomas Lauderbach, who volunteered to help with this project; and the OneCal Bank for their financing of this temple. 
This event would not be possible without the hard work from our King Pan temple committee members, LIMCA Board members and Officers, Committee members, and the Oakland Iu Mien Community Council: Central Council members and the 8 District leaders, and all volunteers.  Your invaluable services and efforts are gratefully acknowledged.

I would also like take this opportunity to welcome our special guests from Canada, France, Laos, and Thailand, and I would like to acknowledge all the elected officials and/or their representatives, funders, Iu Mien elders and leaders from Washington State, Oregon, California, Wildflowers Institute Fellows; and our neighbors for coming to join us at this historic event.  
The Iu Mien culture has survived migration through numerous countries over the course of hundreds of years.  Despite our relocations, both in peacetime and war, the Iu Mien have maintained it identity by having a strong community structure and preserving its culture. Our strength has sustained us over 30 years, when we fled our home country of Laos, when we went to refugee camps in Thailand, and when we came to the United States.  
The Iu Mien’s religion is a blending of Taoism and Buddhism. We worship our ancestors and honor the spirits of the nature. A central part of the core of the Iu Mien culture is ceremonies which are deeply integrated into our customs and practices and which come from the Taoist tradition of honoring ancestors.  Our ceremonies mark major life passages, such as birth, marriage, and death. 

We believe that holding such ceremonies at a sacred space will facilitate the on-going practice of these ceremonies and continue to strengthen the cultural core of the Iu Mien community. 

The Iu Mien elders and leaders of LIMCA feel strongly that in order to become productive citizens in America, we need to maintain and preserve our cultural values, our confidence in our worldview, our sense of security in ourselves, and our identity. 

We welcome you and your family to come here again and again to connect to your cultural roots and to cultivate your spiritual path to find a balance in life.

Once again, thank you all for coming.  May our forefather King Pan, our ancestors, all deities, Bodhisattvas, and Buddhas bless you all, and May they stay with us like the sun shining the light everywhere in the universe.   Thank you!  
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